
 

 

 

 17 Published by “ CENTRAL ASIAN STUDIES" http://www.centralasianstudies.org 
 

 

 

Copyright (c) 2023 Author (s). This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of Creative Commons 

Attribution License (CC BY).To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tourism in Uzbekistan: Potentials and Prospects of Development 

 
 

 
1 

Rasuleva N. 
2
 Yusupova H  

 

Received 16th Jan 2023,  

Accepted 19th Feb 2023,  

Online 9th Mar 2023

 
 
1,2

 Tashkent state of oriental studies 

hilola_7893@mail.ru 

 

 Abstract: This article is dedicated to the analysis of the tourism 
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main attractions of the country are examined, as well as the 

measures taken by the government to promote tourism 
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Uzbekistan is one of the most attractive historical and cultural destinations for tourists from all over the 

world. The country's main attractions are the cities of Samarkand and Bukhara, both of which are listed 

as UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Samarkand is home to many historical monuments, including the 

mausoleum of Gur-e Amir, Registan, and Shah-i-Zinda. Bukhara is renowned for its mosques, 

madrasahs, and merchant houses, which were built as early as the 10th century. Additionally, Tashkent, 

the capital of Uzbekistan, is also an attractive tourist destination with numerous museums, theaters, and 

the largest market in the country, Chorsu. 

Uzbekistan is also known for its nature. The country has numerous mountain ranges, lakes, and rivers, the 

most famous of which are the Nuratau Mountains, Aydarkul Lake, and the Charvak River. Uzbekistan 

has several nature reserves and national parks where visitors can enjoy unique natural landscapes and see 

many rare species of animals and plants. 

In 2021, more than 6.7 million tourists visited Uzbekistan, which is 24.9% higher than the previous year. 

The majority of tourists (about 80%) come to Uzbekistan from CIS countries, as well as from China, 

Israel, Turkey, and Iran. Samarkand attracts the highest number of tourists, with over 1.5 million visitors, 

while Bukhara follows closely with more than 1.3 million tourists. Tashkent ranks third with over 1 

million visitors. 

According to the director of the Uzbekistan Tourism Agency, tourism has become one of the priority 

areas for economic development. Additionally, the Uzbek government's program "Tourism without 

Borders" aims to develop the tourism industry in the country and improve conditions for tourists.  
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The program aims to achieve several key goals, such as boosting the number of tourists and income 

generated from tourism, broadening the scope of tourist destinations, enhancing the quality of services, 

and advancing infrastructure. 

One of the important measures taken within the program was the lifting of visa restrictions for tourists 

from many countries. This has significantly simplified the visa process and stimulated the flow of tourists 

to Uzbekistan. 

The program also involves efforts to restore and conserve historical landmarks, develop tourism 

infrastructure, establish new tourist routes, and promote Uzbekistan's tourism offerings on an 

international scale. 

Uzbekistan's tourism industry is a significant contributor to its economy and has ample opportunities for 

growth. With its wealth of distinctive historical and cultural attractions, breathtaking natural scenery, and 

welcoming locals, the country is a desirable destination for global tourists. 

The development of tourism in Uzbekistan is not only important for the country's economic growth but 

also allows for the preservation and promotion of Uzbekistan's cultural and historical heritage on the 

international level. As noted by Professor Vladimir Leonidovich Zuev, Director of the Institute of 

Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences, "Uzbekistan possesses a unique cultural and 

natural heritage that can be attractive for foreign tourists. The development of tourism in Uzbekistan will 

allow for the preservation and promotion of this national wealth." 

According to a study by the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), Uzbekistan has significant 

potential for tourism development. In 2021, Uzbekistan was included in the list of countries with the 

fastest-growing tourism industry in the world, increasing the number of inbound tourists by 27% 

compared to the previous year. 

One of the most popular types of tourism in Uzbekistan is tourism along the Historic Silk Road, which 

includes visits to the ancient cities of Samarkand, Bukhara, and Khiva. Samarkand is home to the famous 

architectural monument Shah-i-Zinda, which is one of the most visited tourist attractions in Uzbekistan. 

Additionally, ecotourism is developing in Uzbekistan due to the diversity of natural landscapes and 

national parks in the country. 

According to Maxim Aleksandrovich Khamchukov, a doctor of art history, the development of tourism in 

Uzbekistan can be linked to the strengthening of international cooperation in the field of culture and art. 

"Uzbekistan has a rich heritage in architecture, painting, music, and dance. Collaboration with 

international museums and cultural institutions can contribute to an increase in the number of tourists 

interested in art and culture," noted the expert. 

Indeed, Uzbekistan is rich in cultural and artistic heritage, which attracts many tourists. For example, in 

the city of Samarkand, there is one of the greatest architectural monuments - Gur-Emir, the tomb of 

Tamerlane, as well as the famous Bibi-Khanym Mosque. In the city of Bukhara, visitors can explore the 

ancient Lyabi-Hauz quarter, which houses the famous Nadir-Divan-Begi Madrasah and Mosque. 

Furthermore, Uzbek cuisine is renowned for its diversity and taste. National dishes include plov, lagman, 

manty, somsa, and much more. Delicious food is one of the main reasons for visiting Uzbekistan. 

Therefore, the development of tourism in Uzbekistan can be linked not only to the modernization of 

infrastructure and promotion of tourism potential on the international market, but also to cooperation in 

the field of culture and arts. The richness of historical and cultural heritage, as well as the delicious 

Uzbek cuisine, are attractive factors for tourists from all over the world. 
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In other words, Uzbekistan aims to develop tourism and is making significant efforts in this direction. 

This is reflected not only in the development of infrastructure but also in activities aimed at attracting 

tourists. 

It should be noted that Uzbekistan possesses significant tourism potential related to its historical and 

cultural heritage. This country is home to many architectural and cultural landmarks, such as the cities of 

Khiva, Bukhara, and Samarkand, which are part of UNESCO World Heritage. 

Furthermore, Uzbekistan is renowned for its rich culture and traditions, such as Uzbek cuisine, folk music 

and dance, as well as crafts, such as carpet weaving and pottery. 

Studying and understanding these cultural features can attract tourists and help Uzbekistan develop its 

tourism industry, creating new jobs and boosting economic growth. 

Thus, Uzbekistan is making significant efforts to develop tourism in the country, and its rich historical 

and cultural heritage provides a unique opportunity to attract tourists. 

In conclusion, it can be said that Uzbekistan has immense tourism potential that is only beginning to be 

realized. Its rich cultural and historical heritage, unique nature, and hospitable people make Uzbekistan 

one of the most attractive tourist destinations in Central Asia. Despite some challenges, the government 

of Uzbekistan is actively working on developing the tourism industry and promoting its unique tourism 

products on the international market. 

Furthermore, according to experts' forecasts, the tourism sector in Uzbekistan will continue to develop in 

the coming years, thanks to the government's efforts and increasing interest from foreign tourists. This 

will not only increase the country's income but also contribute to the preservation and promotion of 

Uzbekistan's rich cultural heritage on an international level. 

Therefore, Uzbekistan presents itself as an incredibly attractive tourist destination in the region and it is 

highly recommended to visit in order to witness its exceptional landmarks and delve into the country's 

remarkable history 
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